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31. Balsam, of Peru as an Application to Indolent Ulcers. —E. J. Spry, in a 
communication in the Provincial Med. and Burg. Journ. (Oct. 3, 1849), states 
that he has found the balsam of Peru of very great use in several cases of in¬ 
dolent ulcerations of the legs and other parts of the body. Lint soaked in it 
is to be applied to the surfaces every morning, a piece of oiled silk of corre¬ 
sponding size is placed over this, some soft rag to fill up the hollow, and a well- 
applied roller over the whole. In one case especially, of old ulceration of 
many years' standing, which surrounded two-thirds of the leg of a man who 
came into the infirmary for the purpose of having his leg amputated, and which, 
in the opinion of some of Mr. S/s colleagues, could not be saved, the balsam ex¬ 
cited the growth of granulations over the whole surface so rapidly as to excite 
surprise, the deep sharply-defined ulcer filled up, and with a little modification of 
treatment from time to time, proceeded very favourably to cicatrization. 

An obstinate case of lupus, or noli me tangere, was very much benefited, and 
finally healed, under similar treatment. 

32. Traumatic Tetanus , treated by Chloroform. —Mr. S. G. Sloman, of Farn- 
ham, records, in the Prov. Med . avid Surg. Journ. (Sept. 5th, 1849), a case of 
traumatic tetanus in a man forty-five years of age, successfully treated by in¬ 
halation of chloroform. 

Mr. Dyer records, in the same journal, a case in a man forty-four years of 
age, in which the chloroform merely relieved the symptoms whilst the patient 
was under its influence, and the disease proved fatal forty-eight hours after its 
onset. 

33. — Case of Traumatic Tetanus cured by the Destruction of the Cicatrix by means 
of Red Mot Iron .—A robustyouth, aged twenty-two years, was seizedwith trismus 
on the ninth day after the receipt of a wound on the temple, when it had almost 
healed. He experienced a painful constriction of the chest, followed by reiterated 
convulsions and opisthotonos. Suppression of urine, delirium, dysphagia, and 
unconsciousness followed. 

All other means having failed to abate the severity of the disease, M. Remy, 
on the seventh day of the attack, determined to have recourse to the mode of 
treatment advised by Larry, viz. cauterizing the cicatrix in its whole extent 
with an iron heated to a white heat. The symptoms immediately underwent 
great improvement: the convulsive movements became less frequent, and soon 
ceased entirely; consciousness returned, and the urinary excretion reappeared; 
but the muscular rigidity continued, the slightest movement or attempt at the 
deglutition of fluids produced a sense of suffocation; the recumbent posture had 
become impossible, and the patient exclaimed against a breath of air. This 
condition, which lasted from four to five days, disappeared under the use of 
digitalis in large doses. In fifteen days more, convalescence was complete.— 
London Med . Gaz. t Sept. 28th, from Comptes Eendus, Jan. 1849. 

34. Further Observations on the Treatment of Chronic Inflammation of the 
Bladder by Injections of Nitrate of Silver; with Cases. By R. L. MacDonnell, 
M. D. ( British Am. Journ. of Med. and Phys. Sciences). —In a previous com¬ 
munication, noticed in our number for Oct. 1847, p. 481, Dr. MacDonnell drew 
the attention of surgeons to the great utility of injections of nitrate of silver 
into the bladder, in chronic inflammation of that organ, and in support of his 
views adduced some striking cases of its successful employment. Since the 
publication of that paper, Dr. MacD. says that he has cured a great number 
of persons affected with this disease; and in the present paper he gives an account 
of several cases in which the cure was effected solely by the injections. 

“The strength of the injection/ 7 Dr. MacD. says, “has seldom to be increased 
beyond five grains to the ounce, although in one instance, that of an old gentle¬ 
man, aged seventy-two, I had to increase the strength gradually to ten grains 
to the ounce before a satisfactory effect was produced. It is, however, always 
better to commence with a weak solution, which may he made stronger, accord¬ 
ing to the circumstances of each case, and the judgment of the practitioner. 
Some of my patients have hesitated about undergoing treatment by injections, 
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in consequence of their advanced age, but though the disease is not in such 
cases so easily cured as in the young subject, it is still, in the great majority of 
instances, remediable by the same means, as was proved by the great relief ob¬ 
tained by a patient aged seventy-six , who was under my care in the Montreal 
General Hospital, within the last month, into whose bladder I injected, on two 
occasions, a solution of nitrate of silver, two grains to the ounce. He left the 
Hospital of his own accord, May 23, quite free from his former complaint.” 

35. Femoral Hernia , operated on with success after Thirteen Days’ Strangula¬ 
tion. —Mr. Johnston has communicated to the Monthly Journal (Nov. 1849) a 
case of this, in a woman 57 years of age, which is remarkable from the fact of 
an operation proving successful for the relief of the hernia after the contents of 
the sac had been in a state of strangulation for so long a period. The function 
of the bowel was completely arrested, but its circulation must, to some extent, 
have still been carried on. It was evidently saved from destructive constriction 
at the expense of the soft omentum, among which it was imbedded. 

36. New Operation for the Treatment of Yesico-Vaginal Fistula. —M. Jobert, 
surgeon to the Hospital St. Louis, has introduced an operation for this hitherto 
intractable accident, and which he designates “ Autoplastie par glissement,” 
and by which he has succeeded in effecting many perfect cures. The following 
parts or stages constitute this new operative proceeding:— 

1. The patient is placed on her back, the pelvis approached to the edge of the 
bed or table, and the thighs flexed, as in the operation for lithotom} r . The walls 
of the vagina are to be separated by means of a univalve speculum and curved 
levers, contrived for the purpose. The cervix uteri is then to be laid hold of at 
the point of insertion of the vagina, by a pair of hooked forceps, furnished with 
a rack at their handles, and being drawn down to the vulvae, is maintained in 
that position during the entire operation. 

2. A semicircular incision detaches the insertion of the vagina from the cervix 
uteri. The two lips of this incision instantly separate, leaving a bleeding sur¬ 
face about one inch in width. The vagina, with a gliding movement, slides 
spontaneously forward, whereby the lips of the vesico-vaginal fistula are ap¬ 
proximated, and the loss of substance repaired. 

3. The edges of the fistula are then to be paired with a bistoury or scissors. 
The mucous membrane only is to be removed, to the extent of about one centi¬ 
metre, equal to one-third of an inch. It is important to remove only the mucous 
membrane, in order that further loss of substance be not incurred; and it is 
equally important to secure a sufficiently extensive bleeding surface for subse¬ 
quent union. 

4. The cut edges are next to be brought together by interrupted sutures, each 
at the distance of about one-third of an inch, leaving so much of the ligatures 
as shall facilitate their removal at the proper time. 

5. If any gaping of the edges of the fistula should remain, it is also important 
to remove this by superficial incisions on either side of the fistula. 

6. Hemorrhage is to be restrained by a plug of amadou introduced into the 
vagina, and which is to be removed in a day or two, perhaps on the following 
day. 

7. An elastic catheter is to be introduced and retained in the bladder. The 
patient must maintain the recumbent posture, with the legs raised on cushions, 
until union has taken place.— Monthly Retrospect , Nov. 1849, from Bulletin de 
Thfrapeutique, Feb. 1849. 

37. Successful Case of Puncture in Hydrocephalus. —Mr. Kitsell communicated 
to the “ Provincial Med. and Surg. Association,” at their seventh anniversary 
meeting, a case of successful puncture in hydrocephalus. The subject of the 
case was his own son, now eighteen months of age. It was not until the child 
approached the age of eight months, that any decided symptoms of cerebral 
affection manifested themselves, and even then, for some time, they were of a 
subacute character. As in most similar cases, this was preceded by symptoms 
of abdominal derangement, the dejections being variable, frequently of a gelatin- 



